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REQUIREMENTS
 Attendance, class participation and course work = 15%

Note: the Lecturer reserves the right to take class
attendance randomly or daily as the case may be.
 Mid term assessment = 15%
 Examinations
= 70%
 Students are encourage to watch the PBS

documentary series ‘Journey to planet Earth’ on
www.pbs.org/journeytoplanetearth
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Outline
Unit one: COURSE OVERVIEW
Week 1
 What is sociology
 Background to Environmentalism
Week 2
 Globalization and sustainable development
 Cultural ecology and biodiversity
 c. Risks and culture

Unit 2 Environmental Problems and Conflicts
Week 3
 Environmental problems
 Nigerian environmental policies
Week 4
 Population, Poverty, Urbanization and the Environment
Week 5
 Human Rights and environmental degradation
 Environmental degradation and health
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Outline Continued
Week 6
 Gender issues in environmental studies
Week 9
 Environmental Impact Assessment
Unit 3

Case Studies in Environmental Problems

Week 10

 Desertification and erosion in Nigeria
 Nuclear Weapons production and environmental Destruction

Week 11
 Oil and gas production in the Niger Delta

Week 12
 Salt and lead exploration in Ebonyi State.
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Course Overview
Environmental Sociology studies the interaction
between the environment and society. The aim of
this course is to provide students with an overview of
environmental problems, the underlying causes,
consequences and to equip them with methods of
solving these problems.
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What is sociology









The American Sociological Association, defines Sociology as the study of social life, social change, and
the social causes and consequences of human behaviour. For Spencer sociology is the study of human
group life (Spencer 1976). Its basic concern is to understand how the people of this planet fit their
lines of activity together into a system of stable social arrangements (Ifeanacho, 2007:6).
It can also be defined as the scientific study of human behaviour within the group context. As the
science of society, Comte who coined its name was positive that sociology will provide a systematic
way of explaining and establishing the laws governing human life; it behoves on sociology therefore to
scientifically explain the core and magma of human relationships within the group milieu.
This means that whenever there are two or more individuals interacting with one another, the
sociologist has something to study. That is why Spencer (1976) conceives it as one of the most versed
fields imaginable.
Sociology can also be conceived as a social science that studies human societies, their interactions,
and the processes that preserve and change them. To achieve the above objective it examines the
dynamics of component parts of societies such as institutions, communities, populations, gender and
racial or age groups. It also studies social stratification, social movements and social change, as well as
social disorder that takes the form of crime, deviance and revolution.
For Stark (2004) sociology is the scientific study of the patterns and processes of human social
relations. Unlike animals that are influenced more by instinct, social life has an irresistible influence
on human behaviour.

The environment
The environment as contained in section 38 of the Federal Environmental protection Act, Cap F.
10, Laws of the Federation of Nigerian (LFN) 2004 ‘includes water, air, land and all plants and
human beings or animals living therein and the inter-relationships which exist among these or any
of them’.

As man affects the quality of the environment, so does the environment affects the quality of man’s
life (Salau 1993)
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Background to Environmentalism
 The environment should be taken as a whole or part of

a whole.
 To properly understand human behaviour; the
ecosystem should be taken into consideration.
 Rise of environmental problems and apprehension
about the limit of growth.
 Impasse of main stream sociologist to grapple with
resent societal changes.
 The Earth Day and the declaration of the
‘Environmental decade’ 1970s.
 The development of the New Environmental
Paradigm.
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Globalization and Sustainable Development
What is Globalisation?
Globalization is the trend of increasing integration of economies not only goods and
services but of ideas, information and technology. It connotes trade liberalization, free
capital mobility, privatization, commercialization and empowerment of Trans-National
Companies(TNCs). It is both a cause and a consequence of information revolution.
Babangida (1998) sees globalization as the ‘liberalization and the intensification of
international linkages in trade, finance, markets, production, research, transportation,
energy, medicine, education, politics and culture which are accelerated by discoveries in
micro-electronics, communication and biotechnology’.
Sustainable Development Defined
The World Commission on Environment and Development report titled ‘Our Common
Future’(1987) defines sustainable development as development that meets the needs of
the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs. It is indeed a process of change in which the exploitation of resources, the
direction of investments, and the orientation of technological development and
institutional change are in harmony and enhance both current and future potential to
meet human needs and aspirations. For Pearce (1997), sustainability is the capacity for
continuance into the future.
Pillars of Sustainable Development
 Economic
 Social
 Environmental
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Globalisation and Sustainable Development
Globalization and sustainable development are two seemingly incompatible
issues; the underlying rationale and ethical base of the sustainable
development model is strikingly different from that of globalization.
Sustainability requires regulation and cooperation while globalization
encourages deregulation and competition.
Despite there doctrinal incompatibilities, the two issues are linked; sustainable
development is a global concern and the world today is a global village where
there exists national/regional interdependences and cause and effect
relationship among far, near and distant lands. Globalization and complexity
of contemporary world causes that local natural events may have unexpected
consequences even for very distant places (Lapka et al 2012)
Ways of achieving sustainable development in a globalized world
Reform of the international economic order
Trade rules
Private sector
Government initiative
Use of information technology
Financing sustainable development
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Cultural Ecology and Biodiversity
Cultural Ecology
 Ecology is the study of living organisms in the natural environment. It offers a holistic examination

of the patterns of interaction between organisms and their environment. This offers us an
understanding into the management of most environmental problems such as, pollution, ozone
layer depletion, erosion, floods, resource depletion etc. and how to strike an ecological balance.

 Cultural ecology which is our major concern here, was propounded in 1955 by Julian Steward an

American Anthropologist in his book Theory of Culture Change: The Methodology of Multilinear
Evolution. He defined it as "the study of the processes by which a society adapts to its environment."

 Any discourse in cultural ecology would be incomplete without properly situating the essence of

culture in human existence. Culture is the gamut of human life. Atemie and Girigiri (2011) argue that
culture should be examined from a ramifying perspective and as such treats it as the axis around
which social life revolves, as well as the context in which human existence makes meaning. Sanderson
(1988) defined culture as “the total life ways characteristic of the members of a society including
tools, knowledge and patterned ways of thinking and acting that are learned and shared and are not
the direct product of biological inheritance”.

 Julian Steward the father of cultural ecology was confident about the adaptive function of culture; in

his inquiry on how culture change is induced by adaptation to environment, he saw Culture as a
creative process influenced and stimulated by, but not determined by the environment.

 Our excursus into the field of cultural ecology from environmental sociology is not diversionary but a

welcomed journey that offered us a broader understanding into the tripartite relationship between
human nature, the environment and culture. Conscious of the above interactions, steward (1955)
maintained that a culture unable to pay attention to changes in the environment and to adapt to them
is likely to face serious problems .

 Therefore, we conclude with the words of Lapka et al (2012)” that any successful coping with

environmental problems demands the transfer of knowledge from science to culture (society) and
integration of the new knowledge, values, norms and ideas into culture”.
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Biodiversity
The preservation of Biological diversity ( bio-diversity) was among the issues at the front burner in the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in 1992. Biological diversity
according to Tolba and El-Kholy (1992) in (Hannigan 2006) can defined as ‘the variability among living
organisms from all sources, including inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the
ecological complexes of which they are part’ it includes plants, animals, bacteria, viruses, fungi and other
microorganisms.
There are three levels of biodiversity: ecosystems, species and genes
 Ecosystems diversity : this is the diversity expressed in the variety of habitat of living organisms in a
certain geographic region
 Species diversity: this level of diversity is reflected in the different combinations of species in an
ecosystem.
 Genetic diversity: refers to the different assortment of genes (information coded in DNA) in each
population species
 The issues of biodiversity loss became an environmental problem in the early 1990’s, and its

consciousness grew out of the need to conserve the ecosystem, and the realization of the relationship
between biodiversity conservation and economic development. The gospel of the conservation of
biodiversity is believed to be key to the reservoir of untapped resources and the preservation of the
livelihoods of many local populations especially in less developed countries.

 The controversy that bedeviled the global agreements on the conservation of biological diversity lies

in the conflict of interests between the North and South which is rooted in injustice meted on the
south.
WHY CONSERVE BIODIVERSITY
 Veritable source of food
 Genetic resources
 Source of beauty and complexity
 Irreversibility of extinct species
 Economic development
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Risks and Culture
RISK
Risk can be defined as an actual or potential threat of adverse effects on living organisms and environment by
effluents, emissions, wastes, resource depletion, etc., arising out of an organization's activities (www.
Businessdictionary.com)
The concept of risk in environmental discourse developed from political and environmental movements in
Europe, recent theoretical sociological developments and majorly from the thesis titled Risk Society by Beck
1986. Beck maintained that risks are undesired side-effects of production processes and products. Beck’s work
mirrors Giddens’ concept of ‘reflexive modernization’ (Giddens, 1990).
 On another bend, Dake (1992) maintains that No particular definition of risk is fundamentally accurate; all
are biased giving the fact that different cultural lenses, ‘confer different meanings on situations, events,
objects, and especially relationships’. This implies that definitions of what constitutes risk in any society are
socio-cultural constructions and moral judgments.
The above argument leads us to the discussion of our topic; risk and culture
 RISK AND CULTURE

The earliest work which provoked a lot of consciousness and research in this area was done by Mary Douglas, a
British social anthropologist and Aaron Wildavsky an American political scientist, in their book entitled Risk and
Culture: An Essay on the Selection of Technological and Environmental Dangers.
To them two questions are fundamental to risk and culture.
1.
Why are certain risks highlighted and others overlooked?
2.
Why pollution is labeled a major cause for worry?
 The answers, Douglas and Wildavsky insist, are rooted in culture (Hannigan 2006).
The culture of the claim/decision makers provides the perspective from which the threat will be labeled as
major, minor or no risk at all.
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 ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS AND CONFLICTS
ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS
Glasbergen and Corvers (1997) saw environmental problems as constituting those instances in which
people’s behavior affect their physical environment in such a way as to place their own health, other
people’s health, the built environment or natural systems in jeopardy. They arise whenever there is an
alteration in the quality or quantity of any environmental factor which directly or indirectly affects the
health and well-being of man in an adverse manner.
Any study on environmental problems should consider the social context of the problem, the conflicts
that occurs within it and the ecological interdependencies that enrobes it.

Sources of Environmental
Problems







Population growth
Technological development
social organization
Expansion of capitalism
Materialistic consumption
Economic globalization

Examples of Environmental
Problems
 Pollution
 Global warming and climate
change
 Biodiversity loss
 Resource depletion
 Deforestation and erosion
 Overpopulation Etc.
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Nigerian Environmental Policies
Environmental policies and laws are legislative means of effective environmental protection, planning, prevention and
control.
 Some of the Nigerian Environmental policies are





























The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (1999) (section 20,12, 33 and 34).
National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA) Act 2007 (section 7, 8, 27).
Environmental Impact Assessment Act CAP E12, LFN 2004.
The Land Use Act Cap. 202 LFN 2004
Harmful Waste (Special Criminal Provisions) Act Cap H1, LFN 2004.
Hydrocarbon Oil Refineries Act H5, LFN 2004.
Associated Gas re-injection Act CAP 20, LFN 2004.
The Endangered Species Act CAP E9, LFN 2004.
Sea Fisheries Act CAP S4, LFN 2004.
Exclusive Economic Zone Act CAP E11, LFN 2004.
Oil Pipelines Act CAP 07, LFN 2004.
Petroleum Act CAP P10, LFN 2004.
Petroleum Products and Distribution (Management Board) Act CAP P12, LFN 2004.
Territorial Waters Act CAP T5, LFN 2004.
Nuclear Safety and Radiation Protection Act CAP N142, LFN 2004.
Nigerian Mining Corporation Act CAP N120, LFN 2004.
Quarantine Act CAP Q2, LFN 2004
River Basins Development Authority Act CAP R9, LFN 2004.
Pest Control of Production (special powers) Act ACT, CAP P9, LFN 2004’
Agricultural (Control of Importation) Act CAP A93, LFN 2004.
Animal Diseases (control) Act CAP A17, LFN 2004
Bees (Impact Control and Management) Act ACT, CAP B6, LFN 2004.
Civil Aviation Act CAP C13, LFN 2004.
Factories Act CAP F1, LFN 2004.
Water Resources Act CAP W2, LFN 2004.
Hides and Skins Act CAP H3, LFN 2004.
Federal National Park Act CAP N65, LFN 2004.
Niger-Delta Development Commission (NDDC) Act. CAP N68, LFN 2004.

There other legislation like the Environmental sanitation Laws etc.
For details see the Laws of the Federal Republic of Nigerian 2004 or The Environmental Law Research Institute
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POPULATION,POVERTY, URBANIZATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT
 Population and Pollution

Environmental pollution is the unfavourable change of human
surrounding as a result of man’s actions, through direct or indirect effects
of energy pattern, chemical constitution, radiation levels and abundance
of organisms (Atemie and Alapiki 2005).


Poverty
Poverty is a historical process of individuals or groups being forcefully eliminated from
control of the decision making machinery that determines the production and
distribution of resources in society.(Anikpo 1995). It is the perversion of democracy. It
manifests itself in hunger, lack of money, clothes, shelter, good health and poor
education.


Urbanization
Urbanization is the concentration of people living in towns and cities.
CAUSES
Urbanization occurs through a combination of three factors:
 Natural increase of native urban population
 Area redefinition or reclassification or annexation
 Rural-urban(or other forms of internal)migration.
DEMERITS
Alteration of the urban social structure
Overcrowding
Housing problems cum creation of urban slums
Environmental degradation
Vulnerability to disease
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HUMAN RIGHTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION
 Environmental degradation- a major

 Environmental Degradation

21st century

threat facing the
is both an
ecosystem neglect and a fundamental
human rights injustice (Onwukwe
2012)
Man and his environment are inseparable
and the relationship between them are
very intimate and dynamic (Wosu 2009).
Any argument concerning the link
between human rights violation and
environmental injustice is tantamount to
the “chicken or Egg” debate (Adeola 2001).
The right to life can only be enjoyed in a
free and safe environment.

The United Nations International Strategy for
Disaster Reduction defines environmental
degradation as “the reduction of the capacity of
the environment to meet social and ecological
objectives and needs”.
Human Rights
This is the rights inherent to all human beings;
race, nationality, sex, colour, place of residence,
language, religion or any other status
notwithstanding.
 All persons have the right to a secure, healthy
and ecologically sound environment (UN
declaration on human rights and
environment).
 Environmental Degradation and Health
When we degrade the environment; it kicks back
at us
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Environmental Impact Assessment
 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a process

evaluation of any project to ascertain its affects on the
environment. this valuation plays a key role in
ensuring optimal use of natural resources, the
mitigation of the negative impacts of environmental
project and enhancement of sustainable development.
 Shortcoming of EIA in Nigeria
1. Poor implementation of EIA requirements
2. Lack of administrative monitoring and evaluation
3. Inadequate implementation of mitigation measures
4. Low public participation.
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GENDER ISSUES IN ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
 Gender simply refers to the role

 Women and the Environment

ascribed to male and female with regards
to who does what. It does not mean being
man or woman.

Women share an intricate link with the environment, most
especially rural women. They impact the environment
directly and they bear the double jeopardy of the
environmental kick backs.
o

.

Due to societal divisions of labour and poverty,
women are forced to greatly exploit the natural
environment. For instance, in order to provide food for
family sustenance, women over use the land and this
results in land degradation. The use of biomass(firewood,
charcoal, manure and harvest waste) as energy for cooking
adversely impacts on the health of women
 Some global effort on projecting gender issues

 Women Empowerment involves

challenging existing power relations and
gaining greater control over source of
power especially challenging patriarchy
and inequality. It is a process by which
women redefine and extend what is
possible for them on the individual basis
to bring about transformation(Desai and
Potter 2008)

•
•
•

The Brundtland commission 1987
United Nations conference on Environment and
Development 1992 ( UNCED’s Agenda 21)
The Beijing conference 1995

 Ways of Achieving Women
a.
b.

d.

Empowerment
Human centered development strategy
Education
c. Reorientation
Gender mainstreaming
e. Autonomy
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CASE STUDIES IN ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS
Desertification and Erosion in Nigeria
Only appropriate land use can keep
arid zones ecologically stable and
biologically productive. Inappropriate
land use can destabilize even humid
regions,
undermining
biological
productivity
and
causing
desertification.
Since
the
large
majority of people in countries like
India have livelihoods based on land,
the long-term decline of the biological
productivity of land undermine
livelihoods
and
results
in
underdevelopment (Bandyopadhyay
and Shiva 1986)

Northern Nigeria is prone to
desertification due to the constant
invasion of the Sahara desert.

 Desertification and erosion are among the

environmental problems that are caused by land
overuse though natural causes are also implicated
in their occurrence.
Pierce (1992) saw
desertification as the collective expression of
numerous forms of land degradation. It is the
encroachment of deserts in a land that is once
fertile.
 Soil erosion is a geomorphological process
whereby the surface layer of weathering rocks are
loosened and carried away by wind or running
water which leads to the exposure of the soils'
lower horizon.
Causes of desertification/Erosion
 Climatic factors(Reduced rainfall, sand deposits,
rock weathering etc)
 Human factors (deforestation, inappropriate land
use; technological and economic factors
Impacts of Desertification/Erosion
Food insecurity
Loss of livelihoods and loss of arable land
Increase abject poverty.
Loss of biodiversity
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Nuclear Weapons production and environmental Destruction
Nuclear weapons are used during war and for terrorism and it
brings about serious environmental hazards on the entire
ecosystem.
Impacts
Loss of life
Destruction of cities and it landscape
Pollution
Destruction of oil wells and economic plants
Loss of man hours and capital loss
Displacements and creation of refugee camps
Stretch on existing infrastructure in the refugees receiving lands
Out break of diseases
Poverty
Food insecurity and shortage of portable drinking water.
War crimes
Monuments of war- peace parks, cemeteries museums etc
Loss of biodiversity.
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Salt and Lead Exploration in Ebonyi State.
•

The exploration of natural resources like salt and
lead holds enormous economic potential for the
state on one hand and also an environmental
health hazard on the other hand.

•

Environmental impact assessment and adequate
mitigation programmes are strongly advocated.
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Oil and Gas Production in the Niger Delta
Exploration and
exploitation over the last
four decades have
impacted most
disastrously on the sociophysical environment of
the Niger Delta oil bearing
communities, massively
threatening their fragile
subsistent peasant
economy and biodiversity
and hence their entire
livelihoods and very
survival (Eteng 1998)

Oil and gas exploration in the Niger
Delta is the worst evidence of a
resource curse in the world.
Impacts
 Pollution; air, water and land
 Loss of livelihood
 Biodiversity loss
 Internal displacement of indigenous
populations.
 Upsurge of health problems
 Communal conflicts
 Social disorganization and crime
 Increase in the incidence of poverty

22

References
Adeola, F. O. (2001). Environmental Injustice and Human Rights Abuse: the states, MNCs and Repression of Minority
Groups in the world system. Human Ecology Review, Vol 8. No.1
Atemie, J. D and Alapiki, H. E (2005). Issues in Population and Environmental Pollution in Nigeria. Osia Int. Pub.
PortHarcourt
Atemie, J. D and Girigiri B. K. (2006). “The Concept of Culture” in Anikpo and Atimie (eds) Nigerian Socio-cultural
Heritage, University of Port Harcourt.
Bandyopadhyay J. and Shiva, V. (1986) Drought development and Desertification. Brief report on the 2-day seminar on the
control of Drought Desertification and famine held at the India International centre, New Delhi, 17-18 may 1986.

Desai, V and Potter, R. B. (2008) The Companion to Development Studies. Hodder education, London.
Eteng, I.A (1998). The Nigeria state, Oil exploration and community Restiveness, Issues Interest and deprivation. A paper
presented at the Frederick Ebert Foundation seminar on oil and the environment. Port Harcourt
Dake, K. (1992) ‘Myths of nature: culture and social construction of risk’, Journal of Social Issues, 48(4): 21–37.
Glasberen, P. & Blowers, A. (1997), perspectives on Environmental

problems. Arnold, London.

Hannigan, J. (2006). Environmental Sociology Routledge, London
Onwukwe, V.C. (2012). Human Rights and Environmental Degradation In Nigeria: Implication for Sustainable
development. International Journal of the Trans African University and Research Development Network. Vol. 1. No. 1
Soladoye, M.O. (1998). The Nigeria as a veritable source of raw materials for local industries. Paper presented at the 9th
annual congress of the botanical society of Nigeria (BOSON), Ilorin, Kwara state : 11-17

The Environmental Law Research Institute. Retrieved May 17, 2015 from www.elri.org/newsandrelease2.html
Wosu, E. (2009) “Environmental Problems of Oil and Gas Exploration and Internally Displaced Persons(IDPs) in the Niger
Delta” Issues in Environment and Development. Pan-African Social Science Review No.10
23

